Respiratory syncytial virus and chlamydia are not detectable by PCR in ongoing vernal keratoconjunctivitis.
Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) and chlamydial infection may be pathogenetic factors in allergic diseases, perhaps also in ocular allergy. We analyzed the presence of RSV and chlamydial nucleic acids using reverse transcription (RT)-PCR and PCR, respectively, in conjunctival biopsies from patients with vernal keratoconjunctivitis (VKC) in order to determine whether these agents play a role in the maintenance of the disease. All biopsy samples were negative for both RSV (n = 15 for VKC and n = 10 for control subjects) and chlamydia (n = 8 for VKC and n = 7 for control subjects) homologous sequences. A direct association between RSV or chlamydial infection and ongoing inflammation in VKC could, therefore, not be confirmed.